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ON THE COVER: 
CF students Mya Nunez and Steve Cox 
pack boxes of donations to send to 
Southwest Florida.

T            he heart of  CF is our team — a generous group of  individuals who are 
committed to meeting the needs of  our campus community, our Marion-
Citrus-Levy county community and our Florida College System community.

When we began hearing stories of  our neighbors in Southwest Florida who lost 
everything in Hurricane Ian, we put out a call for donations, and our students, faculty 
and staff  responded with an outpouring of  support.

Because of  the generosity of  individuals and organizations including the Career and 
Professional Employees Council and the Association of  Florida Colleges CF Chapter, 
we were able to send much-needed supplies. First, we joined with Florida Gateway 
College, Santa Fe College and Lake-Sumter State College to send a tractor-trailer to 
State College of  Florida, Manatee-Sarasota. We then filled another 60 boxes to add to 
the Marion County collection for those who need it most.

In this issue, we’re proud to show you a few of  the ways we’re transforming lives and 
enriching our community, and we hope you’ll discover some new reasons to come visit 
our campuses. From the new “Voyage” solar system model at our Ocala Campus to 
diverse art exhibitions at the Appleton Museum and the Webber Gallery to concerts 
by our student musical groups and cultural programs such as the Patriot Project, 
we’ve got more opportunities than ever for you to be part of  our exciting educational 
environment. 

We are so proud to be our community’s college!

James D. Henningsen, Ed.D.
CF President

We transform lives and enrich our community by providing 
a supportive, high-quality learning environment that 

prepares individuals to excel in work and life.

My View
Letter from the President

Connection magazine is published twice each year by the College of 
Central Florida for alumni and friends of the college. The magazine’s 
editorial staff strives to inform, engage and inspire readers through 
stories about the college’s contributions to the community.

College of Central Florida does not discriminate against any person 
on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, gender, pregnancy, age, 
marital status, national origin, genetic information, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, veteran status or disability status in its programs, 
activities and employment. For inquiries regarding nondiscrimination 
policies contact Dr. Mary Ann Begley, Director of Diversity and 
Inclusion – Title IX Coordinator, Ocala Campus, Building 3, Room 
117H, 3001 S.W. College Road, 352-291-4410, or Equity@cf.edu.



Neighbors in Need
When our CF family found out families in Southwest Florida had lost everything in 

Hurricane Ian, we collected food, water, cleaning supplies, personal hygiene products 
and pet food to send to our neighbors in need.
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On July 6, the CF District Board of  
Trustees approved the renaming 
of  the CF Citrus Campus to honor 

Florida Senate President Wilton Simpson.

“Wilton Simpson has been a steadfast 
champion for the College of  Central 
Florida and higher education in general, 
and we are proud to recognize him with 
the renaming of  the CF Wilton Simpson 
Citrus Campus,” said Dr. Jim Henningsen, 
CF president. “He has worked to ensure 
that CF receives the recognition and 
financial support needed to grow high-
demand academic programs, employ the 
highest quality faculty and staff, expand our 
facilities, and invest in needed maintenance.”

Simpson, a fifth-generation Floridian, 
describes himself  as “a product of  
the community college system.” 

“I put a lot of  value in the community 
college system as a whole, and CF has clearly 
been a leader in Central Florida for many 
years – what I believe is one of  the premier 
colleges in the state. And when I say that, 
I’m saying it with the notion that we are 
the best college system in the country.” 

Simpson earned his Associate in Arts 
degree from Pasco-Hernando State 
College in 1997. He is a lifelong farmer 
and has served as a member of  the Florida 
Senate since 2012. He currently represents 
the 10th district, which includes Citrus, 
Hernando and part of  Pasco County.

“The College of  Central Florida has 
been ahead of  the curve in producing 
the workforce that is needed for 
tomorrow’s jobs,” Simpson said. 
“Whether our community has needed 
nurses, engineers or entrepreneurs, CF 
has been a leader. It makes it much easier 
for the Legislature to provide resources 
when we know that one plus one is 
equaling three or four, not just two.”

The Florida state budget approved by Gov. 
Ron DeSantis on June 2 includes $13.65 
million for a Health Science Technology 
Education Center at the Ocala Campus 
in addition to operational expenses for 
new health sciences programs slated to 
begin in 2023, new positions to support 
critical needs within the college, and 
maintenance repair and renovation 
projects, which will ensure health, safety 
and Americans with Disabilities Act 
compliance. In addition, the CF Foundation 
received $150,000 to support educational 
outreach at the Appleton Museum.

“Simpson recognized our strategic approach 
to managing resources, and as a result, our 
students, team and community will benefit 
for years to come,” Henningsen said. 

Citrus  
Campus  

Renaming
In recognition of support for the College of Central 

Florida, the Citrus County campus is now called the 
Wilton Simpson Citrus Campus.

I put a lot of value in 
the community college 
system as a whole, and 
CF has clearly been 
a leader in Central  
Florida for many years.

-SIMPSON
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Step Into Space
A new solar system model provides an out-of-this-world opportunity to experience our 

existence within a greater space.

CF students and visitors to the 
Ocala Campus can now take 
an interactive tour of  our 

solar system. “Voyage,” a new, permanent, 
1 to 10-billion scale model extends along a 
2,000-foot path across campus. The replica 
of  the display in front of  the Smithsonian 
Institution on the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C., was unveiled in a public 
reception at CF on Oct. 26.

“It has been a long time coming, but we 
can finally say that the Voyage project is 
placed on the Ocala Campus,” said Brian 
Holloway, a CF student and president of  
the Kappa Nu Chapter of  Phi Theta Kappa 
honor society. He explained that visitors can 
explore 13 ADA-compliant stanchions that 
represent planets from the sun all the way to 
the dwarf  planet Pluto. 

“Our goal with this project is to instill 
enthusiasm and awareness of  STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, the 
Arts and Mathematics) programs while also 
providing an opportunity for our students 
and the community to walk a 1 to 10-billion 
scale model of  our solar system,” Holloway 
said. “Each of  the 13 stanchions contains 
information pertaining to where you are in 
the solar system at that point of  your walk.” 

The “Voyage” model was brought to CF 
for permanent display by the Kappa Nu 
chapter of  Phi Theta Kappa with assistance 
from the CF Foundation, a gift honoring 
Charlotte Rosenberg, Ocala Municipal 
Art Commission, The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation and Renaissance Printing. 

“Voyage” is a program of  the National 
Center for Earth and Space Science 
Education and the Arthur C. Clarke Institute 
for Space Education and Exhibitology. 
Organizers describe it as a way “to leave 
our earth and gain a profound conceptual 
understanding of  humanity’s place in a 
greater space” and hope the display will 
“inspire a new generation to find their way 
to the frontiers of  human exploration — so 
they may continue the voyage.”

CF’s installation is one of  100 planned 
placements across the U.S. and around 
the world. Next time you visit our Ocala 
Campus, be sure to look for the 13 
stanchions placed along the sidewalk from 
the Stearns Learning Resources Center 
extending through the center of  campus to 
Building 20 — and enjoy your journey into 
the universe!

From left, Phi Theta Kappa Kappa Nu Chapter officers Brelee Bennett and Iyonna Nichols with Phil Rosenberg, CF Foundation board member and donor.



News
from our campuses

ATHLETICS BUILDING 
NAMED FOR ZELINSKI
Recently retired Athletic Director Bob 
Zelinski will be honored with a building 
renaming. At its August meeting, the CF 
District Board of  Trustees announced the 
former Newton Perry Aquatic Center will 
be named the Bob Zelinski Athletic Building 
and will be the new home of  athletics 
administration.

“The board and college leadership are proud 
to recognize Bob for his years of  service 
and commitment to excellence,” said Dr. Jim 
Henningsen, CF president. “His expectations 
of  hard work in the classroom as well as on 
the field ensured that his student-athletes 
were prepared for life after graduation.”

Zelinski retired from CF in June after 23 
years of  service to the college and 51 years in 
the Florida College System.

CF, CHICK-FIL-A 
PARTNER FOR ACADEMY
An innovative partnership with Chick-fil-A of  
Ocala gives students a new option for training 

to become business community leaders. CF 
students selected for the CF Entrepreneurship 
Academy will receive two semesters of  
entrepreneurship-focused courses which 
lead to a Business Entrepreneurship College 
Credit Certificate. Each course includes 
hands-on experiential activities organized by 
Chick-fil-A of  Ocala leadership.

“The CF 
Entrepreneurship 
Academy allows 
students to gain 
insight, experience 
and skills that 
are foundational 
to becoming 
entrepreneurs,” 
said Dr. Rob Wolf, 
dean of  Business, 
Technology, and 
Career and Technical 
Education. “The 
program is a unique 
experience for 
students to receive 
behind-the-scenes 
knowledge of  one of  
the most successful 
franchise business 
models in the 
restaurant industry.”

Jeromy Williams, 
owner/operator of  
Chick-fil-A Ocala, 

and his wife, Amanda Williams, are both 
former educators committed to providing 
opportunities for students. 

“This partnership and idea have been years 
in the making,” Jeromy Williams said. “We 
are thrilled to partner with CF on such a 
unique program that will bring the classroom 
concepts to life.”

HR SPECIALIZATION 
ADDED TO BACHELOR’S
CF has a new bachelor’s degree option, the 
Bachelor of  Applied Science in Business 
and Organizational Management – Human 
Resources Management Specialization. The 
first cohort of  students began classes this fall.

“The Human Resources Management 
Specialization will prepare students to work 
in the ever-growing field of  human resource 
professionals,” said Nancy Abshier, CF 
professor, program chair for the Bachelor 
of  Applied Science in Business and 
Organizational Management degree and 
program manager for Office Administration. 
“Job opportunities in this area include HR 
generalists, compensation and benefits 
analysts, trainers, HR business partners, 
success planners and corporate recruiters.”

With the addition of  the new Human 
Resources Specialization, CF students 
can select from nine bachelor’s degree 
specializations that range from accounting to 
agribusiness to health care management.

From left, District Board of  Trustees Chair Rusty Branson, Bob Zelinski and Dr. Jim Henningsen.

Dr. Rob Wolf  and Jeromy Williams
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Applause
for our students, faculty and staff

STEM CLUB COMPETES 
IN CHALLENGE WITH 
WIRELESS MONITOR
Three members of  the STEM Club 
represented CF in Washington, D.C., in 
June as finalists in the 2022 Community 
College Innovation Challenge.

Justin Bowen, Frankelly Guzman 
and Andrew Slaughter created a True 
Wireless Echocardiogram for the national 
competition led by the American Association 
of  Community Colleges in partnership 
with the National Science Foundation. 

“Our team recognized that heart disease 
is the leading cause of  death in the United 
States,” said CF STEM Club advisor Dr. 
Jose Toro-Clarke. “Identifying that one 
out of  every four deaths is caused by 
heart disease, the students determined that 
making diagnostic testing readily available 

for patients could reduce the chances of  
cardiac arrest. With an increased chance 
of  cardiac failure due to COVID-19 
exposure, it is even more essential to 
find ways to test patients’ heart rhythms 
safely. Our team tackled this problem 
by creating a True Wireless ECG device 
that patients can take home to monitor 
their cardiac health without the need for 
a health care professional by their side.”

CF STUDENTS EARN 
MODEL UN AWARDS
Six students from CF’s Model United 
Nations Club received Outstanding Awards 
at the 2022 Southern Regional Model United 
Nations Conference held virtually Oct. 7-8. 
The awards recognize the students’ ability to 
carry out diplomacy through participation, 
ability to negotiate, debate professionally and 
interact with other students from around the 

nation on this year’s themes: “Enhancing 
the Global Response to Food Insecurity 
in Conflict” and “Combating Cybercrime 
Against Critical Infrastructure.”

The following CF students won awards 
while representing and role-playing 
countries to resolve global problems: Daniel 
Cepeda, Outstanding Position Paper 
Award for role-playing Ecuador; Daniel 
Fellows, Outstanding Position Paper 
Award and Outstanding Delegate Award 
for role-playing the Russian Federation; 
Frankelly Guzman, Outstanding Position 
Paper Award and Distinguished Delegate 
Award for representing the Dominican 
Republic; Sydney Henninger, Outstanding 
Position Paper Award for role-playing 
Canada; Valerie Lorenzo, Outstanding 
Position Paper Award for representing 
the Netherlands; and Reagan Schroeder, 
Outstanding Position Paper Award for role-
playing Poland.

From left, Justin Bowen, Frankelly Guzman, Dr. Jose Toro-Clarke and Andrew Slaughter of  the CF Stem Club were recognized as finalists in the 2022 Community College 
Innovation Challenge.
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PARAMEDIC STUDENT 
RECOGNIZED WITH 
LIFE SAVING AWARD
On Aug. 17, CF paramedic student and 
Dixie County EMT Miranda Kilsby was 
on her way to class when she came upon a 
vehicle on fire after a rollover accident on 
U.S. Highway 27. 

She stopped to assist off-duty Ocala Fire 
Rescue Captain and CF alumnus Brent 
Stegall, taking immediate action to rescue 
four occupants from severe burns or death.

At the Ocala City Council meeting on Oct. 
4, Kilsby and Stegall were recognized with 
Ocala Fire Rescue’s Life Saving Award. 
Kilsby, who is currently in her final semester 
of  CF’s Paramedic program, was described 
by Associate Professor Mel Bledsoe as 
“representing CF with the utmost integrity 
and professionalism.”  

Kilsby was also recognized at the Aug. 
24 meeting of  the CF District Board of  
Trustees.

CF-TRAINED 
EDUCATORS HONORED 
BY LOCAL SCHOOLS
This year, six CF alumni and one current CF 
student have been honored by local school 
districts for outstanding performance in the 
classroom.

Melinda Kimball, who graduated from CF 
with a Bachelor of  Applied Science degree 
in 2020, is Marion County’s 2022 Rookie 
Teacher of  the Year. She teaches agriculture 
at Horizon Academy at Marion Oaks, and, 
according to CF Agribusiness Program 
Manager Tavis Douglass, she’s “doing an 
awesome job.”

Five recent graduates of  CF’s Bachelor 
of  Science in Early Childhood Education 
program were named Rookie of  the Year 
by the Public Education Foundation of  
Marion County. Cierra Edsall (Sparr 
Elementary), Carlie Fletcher (Greenway 
Elementary), Arianna Gonzalez (South 
Ocala Elementary), Ann Sexton (Ward-

Highlands Elementary) and Alyshia Warner 
(Oakcrest Elementary) were honored at the 
Golden Apple Teacher Recognition Gala 
earlier this year.

Sherri Bass, a current CF student, was 
named Chiefland Elementary School’s 2022 
School-Related Employee of  the Year.

CITRUS NURSING 
RANKED NO. 1 IN 
FLORIDA
CF’s Wilton Simpson Citrus Campus 
Associate Degree Nursing program has been 
recognized as the 2023 Best RN Program 
in Florida by RegisteredNursing.org. The 
nursing advocacy organization evaluated 
nearly 150 RN programs and ranked the top 
20 based on the percentage of  graduates 
who pass the national licensure exam. 

The two-year program prepares students to 
become registered nurses, providing direct 
care to patients in hospitals, nursing homes 
and community-based agencies.

Applause
for our students, faculty and staff

From left, CF President Dr. Jim Henningsen; Board Chair Rusty Branson; Miranda Kilsby; Associate Professor Mel Bledsoe; Dr. Jennifer Fryns, associate vice president of  Career 
and Professional Programs; and Dr. Stephanie Cortes, dean of  Health Sciences.
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Four Appointed  
to District Board  

of Trustees
The College of Central Florida has a full District Board of Trustees with the 

appointment of three new and one returning member by Gov. Ron DeSantis in August.

“We welcome our new board members and 
appreciate the service of  our returning board 
member — who all have demonstrated 
commitment to our community,” said Dr. Jim 
Henningsen, CF president. “They have broad 
experience in workforce, health care, finance 
and more, and we look forward to their 
leadership in impacting our college, students 
and community.”

There are seven seats on the CF District 
Board of  Trustees. Additional board 
members include Joyce Brancato, Bobby 
Durrance and Bill Edgar.

Fred Roberts Jr., from Ocala, is a partner and attorney 
for Klein & Klein LLC. He is a board member for Oak 
Hammock at the University of  Florida and a member 
of  the Marion County Bar Association. Roberts earned 
his bachelor’s degree in economics from UF and his 
juris doctor from Stetson University. He also has 
served as a member of  the CF Foundation Board of  
Directors.

Charlie Stone, from Ocala, is the president and owner 
of  Stone Petroleum Products Inc. He was a member of  
the Florida House of  Representatives from 2012-2020 
and a Marion County Commissioner from 2004-2012. 
Stone is a member of  the Ocala Metro Chamber 
& Economic Partnership and the Marion County 
Roadbuilders Association and is past president of  Silver 
Springs Rotary Club. He also has served as a member 
of  the CF Foundation Board of  Directors.

Dr. Michael Torres, from Ocala, is the vice president 
and chief  medical officer of  AdventHealth Ocala. He 
is a Veteran of  the United States Air Force. Dr. Torres 
earned a certificate in military leadership from Air War 
College, his master’s degree in business administration 
from Touro University International and his Doctor 
of  Medicine degree from Spartan Health Sciences 
University.

Rusty Branson, from Ocala, is 
the president of  SouthState Bank 
and has served as a member of  
the CF District Board of  Trustees 
since 2015. He is a board member 
for AdventHealth Ocala Hospital, 
Marion County Hospital District, 
and Marion County Public Policy 
Institute and the treasurer of  the 
United Way Marion County. Branson 
earned his bachelor’s degree in 
finance from Florida State University 
and his master’s degree in banking 
from Louisiana State University. He 
previously served as a member of  the 
CF Foundation Board of  Directors.
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Exhibitions
“Seventh Annual Mobile Photography 
Exhibition,” July 13-Oct. 3, 2021

“A Breeze Through Fertile Gardens: 
Paintings and Drawings by Andrew M. 
Grant,” July 10-Nov. 7, 2021

“Heart of  the Horse: Photographs by Juliet 
van Otteren,” Oct. 9, 2021-April 24, 2022

“Alphonse Mucha: Master of  Art Nouveau,” 
Nov. 6, 2021-Jan. 9, 2022

“A Dickens Christmas: The Urban Family’s 
Holiday Exhibition,” Nov. 16, 2021-Jan. 9, 
2022

“Garden Party: Botanical Paintings by Susan 
Martin,” Nov. 20, 2021-April 24, 2022

“Elements of  Art,” Youth Art Exhibition, 
Jan. 11-Feb. 6, 2022

“License Plate Tag Art,” Youth Art 
Exhibition, Jan. 18-Feb. 13, 2022

“Depicting the Dancer: Artworks by Ernst 
Oppler,” Jan. 26-Aug. 7, 2022

“Arts4All Florida: Giddy Up! A Celebration 
of  Equestrian Art,” Youth Art Exhibition, 
Feb. 22-March 6, 2022

2021-2022

Annual Report
Over the past year, the Appleton Museum of Art continued to successfully bring art and 

people together in new and meaningful ways. 

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
As the museum 
team diligently 
worked toward 
successfully 
closing out its 
current five-year 
Strategic Plan, 
the new 2023-
2028 plan was 
completed and 
will guide the 
team through 
the next five 
years.

We are happy to announce that 1,583  
gifts of  art were added to the permanent 
collection this past year. A focus on curating 
exhibitions from the expansive permanent 
collection opened up opportunities for 
audiences to view the works in new ways 
while also showcasing art and objects not 
often displayed. In a collaboration with 
Ocala Civic Theatre, Rococo-style fine 

and decorative arts were paired alongside 
costumes and props from the theatre, 
creating an immersive, multidisciplinary 
experience. A wonderful summer internship 
project brought together pieces from the 
Pop art collection with comic-inspired work. 
Titled “Connecting Pop!,” the exhibition was 
displayed in the Modern & Contemporary 
Gallery. Special exhibitions were Florida-
focused, with four solo exhibitions by 
Florida artists.

Online educational programs served 
audiences near and far, while we resumed 
a full schedule of  in-person art classes, 
presentations by visiting artists and scholars, 
and more. Group tours for adults and 
children also resumed, as did special, on-site 
programs for at-risk children and adults. 

Expanding our reach and making the 
museum accessible to all were the driving 
forces behind programming. Thousands 
visited the museum on Free First Saturdays 

and other free-admission days, while just 
as many benefitted from outreach in the 
service area of  Marion, Citrus and Levy 
counties. 

We are so grateful to the Appleton’s 
steadfast members and donors and 
want to thank them for their generous 
gifts. Donations and memberships allow 
the museum to provide educational 
opportunities and outreach to an ever-
broadening audience. We also appreciate 
the support of  our community partners 
and fellow arts organizations, who are key 
in creating successful collaborations and 
programming. 

As we reflect fondly on the past year, we 
look forward to seeing you soon. 

 

Jason Steuber, 
Director, Appleton Museum of  Art
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The addition adds major historical artists 
not previously represented in the museum’s 
collection, including Jim Dine, Edward 
Hopper, Wifredo Lam, Louise Nevelson, 
Miriam Schapiro and Henri Toulouse-
Lautrec. Also included are 1,408 paintings, 
prints and drawings by Impressionist artist 
Ernst Oppler, making the Appleton home 
to the largest collection of  this important 
German Modern artist outside of  Europe. 
The Appleton has acquired works by five 
Central Florida artists, many of  whom have 
displayed their art in solo exhibitions at the 
museum, including Charles Eady, Kristin 
Herzog and Juliet van Otteren.

“Young in Art,” Youth Art Exhibition, 
March 22-April 24, 2022

“Invented Observations: Photographs by 
Steven Benson,” April 26-Nov. 13, 2022

“Superintendent’s Art Show,” Youth Art 
Exhibition, April 26-May 8, 2022

“Appleton Studio Art Showcase,” May 10-
Aug. 7, 2022

“Finding Beauty: A Collaborative Exhibition 
with Ocala Civic Theatre,” May 13, 2022-
Jan. 15, 2023

“Connecting Pop!,” June 13-Oct. 23, 2022

“Artistic Legacy: The Story of  Arthur I. 
Appleton,” Ongoing

Acquisitions
In 2021-2022, the Appleton Museum of Art added 1,583 donated artworks to the 

Permanent Collection and purchased an additional two works of art.  
Forty-five artists are represented.  

MEMBERSHIP
 � In 2021-2022, $103,835 in museum 
memberships contributed to the 
Appleton’s annual earned income. 

 � 1,179 memberships ranged from 
$10 all the way to the top of the 
Director’s Circle at $5,000. 

 � Several membership promotions 
helped boost membership sales 
following the pandemic, including 
special pricing on Dual/Family 
memberships in advance of the 
Summer Art Camp program. 

 � The highest number of 
memberships were received in 
the Friend level of the Director’s 
Circle. This level of membership is 
$125 and includes benefits for two 
adults, plus children 17 and under. 

Miriam Schapiro (American-Canadian, 1923-2015), 
“Celebrating Women’s Lives,” 1986. Mixed-media 
collage on canvas. Aid for the Arts.

Ernst Oppler (German, 1867-1929), “Anna Pavlova and 
Laurent Novikoff  as Nymph and Faun in Bacchanale,” 
c. 1920. Oil on board. Gift of  Susan Oppler Wood.

Charles Eady. “American Jockey,” 2021. Oil, acrylic, 
ink, and collage on canvas. Gift in honor of  the early 
American Jockeys.

For the full list of  2021-2022 aquisitions, see the annual report at AppletonMuseum.org.
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The Art of Education
The Appleton provides educational opportunities for all ages.

ENHANCING PUBLIC 
LEARNING
Throughout the year, the Appleton 
presented programs by visiting artists, 
scholars and other individuals who are 
professionals in their field. These virtual 
and in-person programs provided fresh 
perspectives and inspired dialogue on art and 
other culturally and historically significant 
topics, and are an important part of  what 
makes the Appleton a place for everyone to 
learn. Other programs, like the Appleton 
Book Club, invite collaborative discussion 
between the public and museum staff  
through the examination of  literary works.

2021-2022 Programs

July 13, (Online) Appleton Book Club, “The 
Museum of  Lost Art”

July 15, (Online) Artist Talk with Kenda 
North

Aug. 10, (Online) Appleton Book Club, “The 
Judgement of  Paris”

Aug. 19, (Online) Artist Talk with Andrew M. 
Grant

Sept. 4, Gallery Tours with Susan Martin
Sept. 14, (Online) Appleton Book Club, “The 

Hare with Amber Eyes”
Sept. 16, (Online) Artist Talk with Sharon 

Kerry-Harlan
Oct. 12, (Online) Appleton Book Club, 

“Women in Art”

Oct. 21, (Online) Artist Talk with David 
Williams

Nov. 6, Gallery Tours with Juliet van Otteren
Nov. 9, (Online) Appleton Book Club, “The 

Fabric of  Civilization”
Nov. 18, (Online) Artist Talk with Juliet van 

Otteren
Dec. 12, (Online) Talk with Angelina Lippert, 

“Art Nouveau Posters of  Alphonse 
Mucha”

Dec. 16, (Online) Artist Talk with Susan 
Martin

Jan. 8, Gallery Tours with Julie van Otteren 
Feb. 5, Musical Performance by Maharajah 

Flamenco Trio 

Feb. 27, Artist Talk by Charles Eady, 
“Deeper South: Merging Art with 
History”

March 5, Gallery Tours with Susan Martin 
March 8, (Online) Appleton Book Club, 

“Women Artists of  the Harlem 
Renaissance”

April 2, Gallery Tours with Susan Martin 
April 28, Talk by Marcia Jo Zerivitz, “Jews 

of  Florida: Centuries of  Stories”
May 10, (Online) Appleton Book Club, “Tom 

and Jack”

IN THE STUDIOS
As a part of the county’s cultural campus, 
the museum is a place for all to supplement 
learning in the studio arts, while filling gaps 
in art education to underserved audiences. 
In 2021-2022, the Appleton offered a wide 
range of virtual and in-person studio art 
programs. From short, one-time workshops 
to extended six-week classes, programs 
served 1,556 pre-K, youth, teens and adults 
while the always-open Artspace entertained 
7,241 visitors. 

Virtual options allowed the museum to 
expand its reach to more individuals than 
ever before, with students enrolling from all 
over the country and abroad. 

For the full list of  2021-2022 programs, see 
the annual report at AppletonMuseum.org.



2021-2022 ADVISORY COUNCIL
Community Representatives

Scott Canel, Appleton family 
representative
Diane Carter, Appleton family 
representative
Albert Goodman, Appleton family 
representative
Melanie Gordon-Crawford, community 
volunteer
Kent Guinn, Ocala mayor, ex officio 
Diane Gullett, superintendent, Marion 
County Public Schools
Te’Sha Jackson, nonprofit leader
Judy Johnson, retired attorney

Mariann McClary, artist
Ulli Monroe, business coach
Sonya Nasser, attorney, realtor
Olivia Ortiz, business owner, musician 
Elodie Perron, restaurateur
Susan Peters, retired teacher
Linda Potter, Appleton family 
representative
Brad Rogers, magazine editor
Phil Rosenberg, board member, CF 
Foundation
Xochitl Smith, media specialist

CF Representatives

Dr. Jennifer Fryns, associate vice president, 
Career and Professional Programs
Dr. James Henningsen, president
Chris Knife, vice president of Development 
and CEO of the CF Foundation
Chuck Prince, vice president, 
Administration and Finance
Mark Paugh, vice president, Academic 
Affairs
Dr. Jillian Ramsammy, vice president, 
Institutional Effectiveness and College 
Relations
Jason Steuber, director, Appleton Museum 
of Art

Giving Back
Providing equitable access to the museum and arts education is central to the 

Appleton’s mission and work.

In 2021-2022, Free First Saturdays 
served 7,037 visitors of  all ages with 
free admission on the first Saturday 

of  each month to visit the galleries, make 
art in the Artspace, and participate in 
other special activities such as gallery tours 
and film screenings. Besides the 12 Free 
First Saturdays, the Appleton hosted five 
additional free days during the fall and 
winter seasons. Year-round, the Community 
Heroes Free Admission Program offered 
free admission to first responders, educators, 
health care professionals and veterans. In 
recognition of  active-duty military, the 
museum continued to be a proud participant 
in Blue Star Museums, a partnership 
between the National Endowment for the 
Arts and Blue Star Families, in collaboration 
with the Department of  Defense and 
museums across America, offering free 
admission from Armed Forces Day to Labor 
Day to the nation’s active-duty military 
personnel plus up to five family members.  

The education team assembled 604 bags of  
free art supplies that were distributed to area 
schools and organizations that directly serve 
adults and children with limited access to the 
arts. Outreach programs and special on-site 

programs served 3,856 with free art-making 
activities and classes. 

Making resources available online at no 
charge is another way the Appleton shared 
artworks and programming. The free 
mobile app provides detailed information 
on special exhibitions and bonus content 
including artist interviews. When installed 
directly onto a smartphone, the mobile 

app works, in most cases, with no internet 
connectivity. Monthly Art Minutes 
videos examined works of  art from the 
permanent collection, and a special grant 
funded the translation of  a selection of  
these videos into American Sign Language. 
Art 101 online workshops were recorded 
and made available to the public. 

Kayla Surdam interprets an Art Minutes video on William-Adolphe Bouguereau’s “The Knitter.”
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At the  
Appleton

Dec. 3, 2022-June 18, 2023 
PAPER THIN & SHADOW DEEP 

Paper Cuts by Hiromi Mizugai Moneyhun

The Appleton is excited to share 
the hand-cut paper works 
by Jacksonville-based artist 

Hiromi Mizugai Moneyhun with our 
community. In a solo exhibition titled 
“Paper Thin & Shadow Deep,” the 
artist’s tenacious attention to detail and 
abundance of  patience are exemplified 
in each work. Akin to Japanese 
traditional paper cutting artistic 
traditions (Kiri-e, or “cut” (kiri) and 
“picture” (e), her work has been crafted 
with blades in hand over the course of  
the last decade, each announcing lives 
of  their own. 

“Creating art is an essential part of  my 
life,” Moneyhun said. “I do not have 
to make time for it. It is one of  the 
things that I do every day. I eat. I sleep. 
I make art.”

Born in 1977 and raised in her 
hometown of  Kyoto, Japan, Moneyhun 
moved to Jacksonville in 2004. A 
self-taught artist, she endeavors to 
make the mundane extraordinary. 
Her techniques reflect incredible 
innovations to everyday materials, 
elevating the paper works to embody a 
sacred, almost meditative, state of  art. 
While Moneyhun is an artist of  today, 
she is deeply informed by our collective 
past, making connections that are 
relevant to both our times and her life. 

For example, she often portrays family 
members in her imaginative and surreal 
works of  art. Weeks and months pass 
before works near completion. From 
a line drawing to a multistep deletion 
of  sheets of  black archival paper via a 
hand-yielded knife blade, Moneyhun 
patiently mimics the line drawing’s 
contours. In essence, she excavates her 
drawing from the sheets of  paper.

“Paper Thin & Shadow Deep” is on 
view in the second-floor Modern 
and Contemporary galleries through 
June 18. In the spring, the artist will 
conduct a paper-cutting workshop and 
several demonstrations on how she 
creates her artwork. Details available at 
AppletonMuseum.org.
Hiromi Mizugai Moneyhun, UKIYO The 
Floating World, detail of  “CHICKEN,” 2012, 
papercut, 44 x 20 in.



Through Jan. 8, 2023 
A DICKENS CHRISTMAS 

The Urban Family’s Holiday Exhibition

Immerse yourself  in the spirit of  the 
holidays in “A Dickens Christmas: The 
Urban Family’s Holiday Exhibition.” 

Through Jan. 8, this beloved annual display 
adorns the first floor of  the museum with 
themed trees from the collection of  Ocala 
cardiologist Dr. Paul Urban, his wife, Joyce, 
and daughters, Katie, Kristie, Kassie and 
Karlie. In addition to ornately decorated 
trees, see the architecture, customs and 
history of  Victorian England come alive 
in the popular Dickens Village miniatures. 

Also on display, an extensive collection 
of  nutcrackers from around the world 
features handmade Byers’ Choice caroler 
dolls. The display is different every year, so 
we encourage you to visit even if  you’ve 
enjoyed this display in the past. Be sure to 
bring your holiday guests!

FREE COMMUNITY DAY
Saturday, Dec. 3, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

We invite the community for a day of  
holiday magic! Admission is free all 

day to see “A Dickens Christmas: The 
Urban Family’s Holiday Exhibition,” the 
permanent collection galleries and special 
exhibitions. Visit the Artspace for holiday 
crafts. From 10 a.m.-2 p.m. take a photo 
with Belle and the Beast. From 11 a.m.-
3 p.m., take photos with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus. All activities are free. Food trucks 
will be on-site throughout the day. 

A Fantastic Internship
The Appleton’s “Connecting Pop!” exhibition was curated by a recent CF graduate.

This summer, the Appleton was 
joined by Alexandria Truesdell, 
who interned in the curatorial 

department. A recent graduate of  College 
of  Central Florida, she worked on various 
projects throughout the museum, including 
curating the “Connecting Pop!” exhibition. 
On view over the summer and early 
fall, the exhibition explored the Pop Art 
movement and its overlap with the Silver 
Age of  Comic Books. “Connecting Pop!” 
was curated with work from the Appleton 
permanent collection and featured the iconic 
imagery of  Pop artists like Andy Warhol 
and Roy Lichtenstein paired with works by 
contemporary artists such as Dulce Pinzon 
and Tony Eitharong, reflecting the power of  
comics and superheroes. 

Internships at the Appleton provide students 
and recent graduates with hands-on learning 
experiences and can help guide decisions 
on future degrees and career paths. With 
her new Associate in Arts degree from CF, 
Truesdell transferred to Western Kentucky 
University to pursue a bachelor’s degree 
in history with a minor in folklore. Her 
ultimate goal is to work in the museum field.

“I most enjoyed the opportunities that the 

Appleton staff  have given me,” Truesdell 
said. “No task was too small, and I was glad 
to help out and learn in any capacity, but 
then everyone — especially Registrar David 
Reutter, who I interned with most of  the 
time — went above and beyond to include 
me in various projects. The opportunity 
to curate the ‘Connecting Pop!’ exhibition 

was just amazing. I am very grateful for the 
experience. It was fantastic.”

In addition to art and history, the Appleton 
is also a great place to gain real-world 
experience in business, marketing and 
education. Please send internship inquiries 
to AppletonMuseum@cf.edu.
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Foundation News
With the help of donors who believe in the economic, social and cultural impact of 
quality education, the CF Foundation is building promising futures for students.

CLAY ELECTRIC 
GIFT SUPPORTS 
PATRIOT FUND
The CF Foundation received a $10,000 
donation from the Clay Electric Foundation 
in the spring. The funds were raised through 
Clay Electric’s Operation Round Up 
campaign and will support the foundation’s 
Patriot Fund.

The Patriot Fund is an important initiative 
that provides financial assistance to help 
keep CF students in school and on track 
when emergencies arise.

“Clay Electric is a proud supporter of 
College of Central Florida students,” said 
Derek Hembree, Salt Springs district 
manager for Clay Electric. To date, Clay 
Electric has donated $40,000 to the Patriot 
Fund.

“Our long and continued relationship 
with Clay Electric is much appreciated and 
allows us to help students remain in college 
even when they experience unforeseen 
circumstances,” said Chris Knife, vice 
president of  Development and CEO of  the 
CF Foundation.

Clay Electric Cooperative is an incorporated, 
member-owned, not-for-profit electric 
power supplier. Their Operation Round 
Up program for customers allows the 
cooperative to award grants to organizations 
that serve our community.

FOUNDATION AWARDS 
NEW INITIATIVE GRANTS 
AND ENDOWED CHAIRS
CF’s fall semester always begins with 
convocation, and the highlight of  this 
gathering of  faculty and staff  is the CF 
Foundation’s New Initiative and Endowed 
Chair awards. In fall 2022, the foundation 
announced three New Initiative Grant 
awards and two Endowed Chairs.

The Endowed Chair and New Initiative 
Grant program was established more than 
30 years ago to fund outstanding and 
transforming ideas that advance the learning 
environment for students at the college. 
Since its inception, more than $500,000 has 
been awarded through the program. 

“It is an honor and a privilege to administer 
the Endowed Chair and New Initiative 
Grant program each year,” said Chris Knife, 

vice president of  Development and CEO 
of  the CF Foundation. “CF faculty and staff  
continue to push the bar with submitting 
outstanding ideas for funding consideration. 
This year’s grant recipients will no doubt, 
through their projects, positively impact our 
students and college community.”   

This year, Rachel Cote received a New 
Initiative Grant to create an art instillation 
program on campus that will engage 
students, faculty and staff. Erina Gross’ 
New Initiative Grant will help design a 
program to engage and lift up Citrus County 
high school seniors who are in foster care, 
homeless or in a guardianship environment 
as they move through the college enrollment 
process. The third New Initiative Grant 
was awarded to Dr. Sarah Satterfield for 
“The Patriot Project: Bringing History to 
Life,” which will engage students through 
a year-long series of  lectures and curated 
field trips exploring literature, music, art, 
theatre, science, math and religion from the 
American colonial era. 

The Sarala Ramkrishna Karve Endowed 
Chair was awarded to Sam Ajlani, Dr. 
Pete Nicely and Dr. Jose A. Toro-
Clarke for their plan to partner students 
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From left, Chris Knife, vice president of  Development and CEO of  the CF Foundation; CF Foundation Director of  Development Traci Mason; and Derek Hembree, Salt Springs 
district manager for Clay Electric.



with companies in the Washington, D.C., 
area to participate in the Washington 
Center’s Academic Internship Program. 
This experience includes career-readiness 
seminars focused on interviewing, 
resume-building and work ethics. 

The Robinson Federal Endowment 
Challenge Endowed Chair was awarded 
to Jennifer Mazur and Mae Sands for 
the College of  Central Florida Visiting 
Author Series. Through this project, they 
will invite writers from diverse backgrounds 
to share their work with students, faculty 
and staff  to enhance the cultural and 
academic sphere of  CF students. 

EDWARD K. ROBERTS 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
FUND AWARDS THIRD 
GRANT TO FOUNDATION
A $100,000 grant from the Edward K. 
Roberts Community College Fund, given 
by the Community Foundation of  Sarasota 
County, will go a long way toward assisting 
CF students with young children. This is the 
third year the CF Foundation has received 
this award, and the amount reflects a 67% 
increase over last year. 

“The CF Foundation is honored to once 
again be selected to receive this grant 
from Edward K. Roberts College Fund,” 
said Greg Blair, board chair of  the CF 
Foundation. “The scholarships provided by 
this grant are a game changer for so many 
of  our students at CF.” 

The grant is to be used for financial 
assistance for part-time CF students who 
have dependents under the age of  18. Grant 
funds can assist students with paying for 
tuition, books and child care expenses.  

CAMPUS USA FOCUSED 
ON CHANGING LIVES
CAMPUS USA Credit Union is committed 
to helping make the communities they serve 
a better place, and their partnership benefits 
CF students in myriad ways. As a proud 
partner of  the college since 2019, CAMPUS 
USA not only offers financial support 
for multiple initiatives and scholarships; 
employees also volunteer their time at 
college-sponsored events.

At the start of  the fall semester, CAMPUS 
USA team members assisted at our campus 
welcome stations and provided support at 
faculty training events. 

CAMPUS USA Credit Union President Jerry 

Benton, who has served as a CF Foundation 
board member since 2020, explained that 
the credit union’s vision is to empower 
employees to make a positive difference 
in the financial lives of  their members and 
their communities. 

“CAMPUS USA Credit Union and our 
employees genuinely care about the 
communities we serve and we are always 
eager to lend a helping hand,” Benton said. 

Those helping hands mean a lot to our 
students and faculty. 

“We can’t thank CAMPUS USA enough for 
donating their time, talent and treasure to 
help move forward the mission of  CF,” said 
Traci Mason, CF Foundation director of  
development. 

For more information on the CF Foundation, call 352-873-5808 or visit CF.edu/Foundation.
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Tiffany Jordan, CAMPUS USA assistant service center manager, and CF Student Activities Board member Rushad 
Davis at Ocala Campus Club Rush the beginning of  fall semester.



What advice would you give to 
CF students who are following 
their dreams to creating brighter 
futures? 
Jones: Make sure this dream of  yours excites 
you, moves you, grips you and is something 
you are truly passionate about. 

 � Articulate your dream into a concrete goal. 
 � Develop a plan that has steps to 
attaining your goal. Vet your plan 
over and over again, looking for 
areas that can be improved. 

 � Hold yourself accountable each day 
to moving some aspect of your plan 
forward in a measurable way. 

 � Sign the plan as a contract or agreement 
you are making with your dream. Make 
a commitment to this agreement. 
Take the agreement seriously. 

 � Now work! Develop the desire needed 
to do the work that is necessary each 
day. Have faith. Faith is what will 

push you forward and cause you to 
keep working and believing in times 
of adversity. Develop accountability. 
Hold yourself accountable and develop 
a team of accountability partners to 
keep you on track. Most importantly, 
be persistent. Do not stop working 
until you achieve your goal of 
manifesting your dream into a reality.

What made you decide to compete 
in the Food Network’s “BBQ 
Brawl” Season 3?
Jones: I’m extremely competitive. I believe in 
my cooking abilities. I believe in promoting 
the Big Lee’s BBQ and Rashad Jones brands 
every chance I get. Getting the invitation 
to compete on a Food Network show is 
generally a once-in-a-lifetime occurrence. I 
was fortunate enough that this was my third 
opportunity competing on Food Network 
and I currently have a perfect record on 
these televised competitions. I also believe 
in utilizing the opportunity to represent 

where I’m from. My wife, Patrice, and I have 
four amazing sons, Caleb, Jordan, Jeremiah 
and Christopher, and I enjoy using these 
opportunities to show my sons that the 
impossible is certainly possible when you 
work hard, hold yourself  fully accountable, 
make wise choices and keep your faith 
anchored in God. Perhaps this will inspire 
something great in them.

How did winning the show 
affect your career and what is 
the impact that this national 
recognition and success has had 
on your day-to-day life?
Jones: Influence. Anytime you win big in life 
it gets people’s attention. The value of  what 
I have to say and what I do has increased. 
It’s shown our community in a totally new 
way. Overall, it has been a tremendous 
blessing and I am grateful to have had the 
opportunity to show my abilities, work hard, 
cook amazing food, represent Ocala and take 
home the win!

Rashad Jones is the owner of  
the popular Big Lee’s Serious 
About Barbecue food truck, 
serving meat slow-smoked 
the way he learned from his 
wife’s Uncle Leon (aka “Big 
Lee”). In 2017, he won Food 
Network’s “Guy’s Big Project” 
and went on to host his own 
show, “Eat, Sleep, BBQ.” 
He’s also the founder and 
director of  EPIC Consulting 
Services LLC, which serves 
youth through motivational 
speaking, leadership programs, 
training workshops, community 
activism and outreach.

‘Master of ’Cue’ 
The world knows Rashad Jones as the recent winner of Food Network’s “BBQ Brawl” 

Season 3. We know him as an Ocala-raised CF alumnus with a heart for our community.

Keep up with the CF Alumni Association on Facebook or online at www.CF.edu/Alumni. 
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Arts and Culture
CF is committed to providing educational and enriching arts and culture  

opportunities to our students and the public. 

A LEGENDARY RETURN 
TO THE STAGE
CF Theatre students mixed haunting and humor in a timely 
production of  “The Legend of  Sleepy Hollow” Oct. 27-30.  

Community member Tom Silvia said the production made 
him a fan. 

“The set design and construction were beyond exceptional, 
and comparable to quality and design of  sets we experience 
in London’s West End. The performance was fun and the 
kids did a great job. We moved here from out of  state not 
that long ago and are thrilled we now have such a wonderful 
theater opportunity. Keep up the great work.”

Perla Ramirez as Katrina and Janik Buranosky as Ichabod Crane are 
haunted by spirits, from left, Nadine Knight, Alex Ruiz, Kieran Boyle and 
Ashlyn Methvin in “The Legend of  Sleepy Hollow.”

WEBBER GALLERY  
‘BEST OF THE SEASON’
On view through Dec. 8, the Visual Artists’ Society’s “Best 
of  the Season” exhibition at the Webber Gallery includes 
works by artists from across Central Florida in a variety of  
styles and mediums.

CF student Carla Gonzalez’s “Chavela y Frida,” an oil on 
canvas painting, was accepted into this juried show. 

“I grew up in Cuba but surrounded by Mexican culture,” 
Gonzalez said. “Chavela and Frida were big inspirations in 
my art journey.”

Carla Gonzalez with “Chavela y Frida.”

MUSIC STUDENTS 
SHINE IN ‘A NIGHT  
OF JAZZ’
The horns took center stage at “A Night 
of  Jazz” on Nov. 3. The CF Jazz Band’s 
fall concert included student musicians 
on saxophone, trombone, trumpet, 
piano and percussion performing a 
swinging selection of  American jazz 
compositions. Conductor John Ash 
joined the students on bass and tuba. 

For upcoming student performances, 
visit CF.edu/VPAEvents. From front to back, Magali Solis, Jo-Ann Booth, Liam Scott, Michael Lurie perform in “A Night of  Jazz.”
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Like many Health Sciences students, by the time 
Jessica Lancaster got to CF, she was on the fast 
track to the career she had always wanted. When she 
enrolled in the Physical Therapist Assistant program 
in 2018, she had finished up a few prerequisites at the 
CF Jack Wilkinson Levy Campus after completing 
most of her general education courses while dually 
enrolled at CF and Chiefland High School.

Lancaster now works as a licensed physical therapist 
assistant for CenterWell Home Health, helping 
patients in Levy County. She calls her job “a real 
blessing.”

“I’ve been after this job since the eighth grade,” 
Lancaster said. “I love it. I’ve always been a person 
who really likes helping people feel better. And that’s 
exactly what I get to do every day.”

From developing exercise routines to help patients 
get stronger to providing balance training to 
teaching patients to walk with a walker or a cane, 
Lancaster said the hands-on training she received at 
CF prepared her well to help her clients meet their 
physical therapy goals.

“It was a difficult program, actually,” Lancaster 
said. “I had excellent teachers who had already been 
in homes and clinics working with patients. What 
I really liked about the program is we had a lot of 
hands-on activities. It really helped me learn and 
make that carryover from school into my job.”

Lancaster said attending CF was an easy decision, 
even though her grades in high school were good 
enough to attend any university.

“It was just a perfect fit. I mainly wanted to stay at CF 
because I grew up in Chiefland, so the location was 
super convenient. I really enjoyed my experience at 
CF. I would tell other students to get the affordable 
college degree that will get you into the workforce 
wherever you want to go. I would recommend CF to 
anybody, any day.” 

3001 S.W. College Rd.
Ocala, FL 34474-4415

NONPROFIT
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT NO.12

OCALA, FL

College of Central Florida is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) to award associate and baccalaureate degrees. Questions about the accreditation of 
the College of Central Florida may be directed in writing to the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges at 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, GA 30033-4097, by calling (404) 679-4500, or by 
using information available on SACSCOC’s website (www.sacscoc.org). College of Central Florida is also approved by the Florida Department of Education to award associate degrees, baccalaureate degrees, college 
credit certificates and occupational certificates.

In Person  
with Jessica Lancaster

What I really liked about 
the program is we had a lot
of hands-on activities. It
really helped me learn and
make that carryover from
school into my job.

-LANCASTER


